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Join us for

July 9: Salem Swing Band
July 23: Glory Street Gospel - Quartet
Aug. 6: Richard Harding & Anthony Russell
Aug. 20: “None of the Above”

Sunday School

6 p.m. Admission is Free

Worship

Burkhead United Methodist Church
5250 Silas Creek Pkwy.

9:45 a.m.

11:00 a.m.

BYOLC: Bring your own lawn chair
Drinks & light refreshments available for sale.

Rain or Shine

Ice Cream Social
Let's beat the summer heat with yummy ice cream, fellowship, and lawn games! Fun for all ages will be available.
Please help us spread the word by inviting your friends
and neighbors to join you. Friday, July 14 at 7:00 pm we
will have ice cream, toppings, and fun! We will have a sign
up sheet to help with planning, but join us even if you don't
get to sign up!
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My appointment at Burkhead was always about
examining the options, desire for, and possibilities
for change. This “intentional interim” appointment
was supposed to provide a kind of intermission from
the standard mode of operation in order for the
congregation to determine what changes might be
necessary or possible in order to most fully live out
the mission of the church. This intermission has
been chaotic at times. Forgive me for switching
metaphors, but at times I felt like we were house
hunting, going from house to house (from ministry
option to ministry option) in search of one where
Burkhead could grow and thrive as part of the family
of God. And at the end of two years, it seems we
have returned to the house where we started, but
with a new sense of energy to more fully appreciate
home and a commitment to fix up and more fully
utilize the possibilities for serving Christ in new
ways.

“We’re moving; we’re not dying,” these are the words
my husband, Jamie Armstrong, proclaimed as we
prepared to leave our first appointment in 1989. As I
prepare to leave my eighth appointment and my thirty
-first year in the pastorate, I still cling to the openness
of those words. The photos of previous pastors lining
the wall in the adult education hall give witness to the
deeper theological truth of these words; change and
movement is not death. In fact, maybe change and
movement is the only thing that ultimately defies
death.

Renewed commitment to living out the mission of
the church will require different pastoral leadership.
The Reverend Carl Manuel’s appointment to
Burkhead is an opportunity for bold and flourishing
ministry. There was a time when the highly
“contemporary”, non-denominational congregations
were the fastest growing churches in the US.
Recent trends, however, show that “Diversityoriented churches, despite the challenges they face,
are some of the fastest growing churches in the
United States.” (churchleadership.com). Honestly, I
couldn’t be more envious of those of you who are
willing and called to take leadership and to support
Pastor Manuel’s vision for Burkhead’s future,
whatever that may be.
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Which brings me back to the declaration that I am
moving, not dying. I am moving to a different place
of ministry about which I am very excited (and a little
scared—my standard reaction to new challenges).
There are a hundred things I wish I could have
accomplished during my time at Burkhead, and at
least half of those ‘unfinished’ items were things I
planned on finishing over the past two and a half
months, only to be pushed aside due to the
unexpected health challenges experienced by me
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and my husband. I didn’t die, I am not dying, but my
role as pastor here has come to an end, and I move to
the sacred role as friend. Moving away from the
position of pastor of Burkhead UMC requires and
allows me to step into fully relishing the friendship
shared by followers of Christ. I will continue to hold the
ministry and members of Burkhead in my heart and
my prayers while trusting that you have someone else
to provide pastoral care and leadership. I look forward
to opportunities to share coffee or lunch when I am in
town, knowing that our conversation will be nothing
more and nothing less than the joyous celebration of
holy friendship. And I cannot wait to hear about the
new opportunities and challenges for Burkhead as you
continue to live into God’s call to be Christ in the
world.

Attention!

Game night coming to Burkhead in August. Plan to
invite friends and neighbors. You may bring a favorite
game to play if you would like. More information will
follow in bulletins and August Newsletter.

Softball Team Plays On
In spite of several rained out Monday nights, the Men's
Softball Team has sloshed along with several Double
Header make-up games to currently sit at 6-0 on the
young season in Church League play. With games on
June 5th(DH) and 12th to end the regular season, the
Team looks to grab the Number One seed for the
Season ending Tournament that will be played on
June 19th- weather permitting. Look for weekly results
in the June Sunday bulletin's and as always Go Team!
Circle the Bases!
June Schedule:
June 5th- 6:30 pm vs. St. Timothy's WP 4
June 5th- 8:30 pm vs. College Park Gold HH
June 12th- 7:30 pm vs. Trinity Church of WS HH
June 19th- TBD

And on that day when moving and dying are the
same, I will look for you at that heavenly banquet in
hopes of hearing Christ say to all of us, “Welcome,
good and faithful servant.”

Nursery Schedule

Elizabeth

(Helpers should report at 10:45 a.m.)

Financial Report for April 2017:
Total Funds Received: $31,695
Total Annual Budget Funds Received: $19,583
Total Annual Budget Funds Spent: $18,946
End of March Operating Balance: $45,443

June 4
June 11
June 18
June 25

Lynn B. & Sylvia A.
Gale S..
Becky & Keith A.
TBA

July 2
July 9
July 16
July 23
July 30

Lynn B.
Lynn B.
Becky A.
Gale S.
TBA

Friday June 16th at 6 p.m. we will have a pot luck
fellowship dinner to honor Elizabeth’s service to
Burkhead. Fried Chicken, and beverages will be
provided. Please bring a side dish or dessert if
you are able. A signup sheet is outside the
kitchen. Please sign up if you can attend or call
the church office.
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JUNE

to Burkhead

Birthdays
2 Sarah Blumenthal
4 Bill Bishop
Kathy Lisle
Erin Smith
13 Beth Campbell
18 Abby Kelpin
20 Charo King
24 Joan Ma’Luf
26 Daniel Blumenthal
Anne Pruitt
28 Henderson Holder
29 Carrie Lisle

Anniversaries
13
18
19
24

Michael & Peg Price
Barry & Joan Crotty
Paul & Betty Powers
Jim & Jane Ray, Sr.
Erin & Bucky Smith
27 Curt Hicks & Beth
Warren-Hicks
29 Terry & Lynn
Blumenthal

Rev. Dr. Carl Manuel
There will be a “Welcome” dinner for Pastor Manuel on Wednesday, July 19th at
6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The meal will be pizza and salad and the cost will
be $6 per person. Children and those attending for the first time eat free. There
will be a sign-up sheet on the table outside the Fellowship Hall on two Sundays –
July 9th and July 16th. Please come join us as we have the opportunity to visit
and talk with our new pastor. Hope to see you there!!!

Dear Caring Hands at Burkhead,
Thank you so much for the lovely graduation reception after church
last Sunday. It was truly so special and I greatly appreciated it. Also
thank you for the constant support from Burkhead.
Much love,
Sarah Blumenthal

From Catholic Charities
Dear Burkhead Friends,
Thank you for your recent donation to support the food pantry for our local area.
We deeply appreciate your generosity. We cannot do what we do without you and
deeply appreciate your partnership and trust in Catholic Charities. Working together, we attempt our best to respond to the call to feed the hungry. Please pray for
us.
Sincerely,
Gerard A. Carter, Ph.D.,
Executive Director/CEO
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Outreach News and Updates
Once again I want to thank all of you for your donations of paper towels for
the Food Ministry at Ibraham Elementary School. This ministry run by
members of Epiphany Lutheran Church continues serving the 50 needy
families through the summer, so we at Burkhead will continue providing
different products they have asked for. During the month of June, we are
collecting feminine products or Klenex, and for July unscented bath soap.
These are much needed items requested by these families. The box in the
hall by the kitchen is the place to drop off your donations. Burkhead
members, you have been so very generous and I thank you for making this
project the success that it is.
Katie Moore
Our Second Little Free Library is Open for Business!
Thanks to the people of Burkhead, the gift of a Little Free Library is now
available to the church and the community. It is located near the church
driveway on Pensby Rd. Please stop by to find a book or leave a book. A
successful Dedication Celebration was held on Saturday, June 10 with
crafts, refreshments, and fun!
June 10 was also the kick-off for Burkhead's Summer Reading Program.
People of all ages are invited to keep a log of books they read this summer
and we will conclude this in August with a special program, certificates, and
surprises!

JULY

Birthdays

4 Joan Crotty
6 Gloria McGurk
Deane Pleasants
9 Katherine Hedrick
10 Daryl Dixon
11 Betty Friddle
12 Shirley Hedrick
13 Beth Dixon
16 Tommasue Clark
17 Terry Blumenthal
27 Curtis Holder

Another special reading project for the summer will be Story Times for young
children on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-10:15. We will have two age
groups: Preschool (3-5 years with a caregiver) and School Age (Rising 1st3rd graders). Story time began on Tuesday, June 13.
If you would like to help with the Tuesday Story Times, please sign up on the
information table outside the kitchen. See Gale Sink if you have questions.
"A book is a gift you can open again and again."

--Garrison Keillor

Baking Ministry
Notice to all our Bakers. We will have
our Baking Ministry on Saturday, July 15
at 9 a.m. in the Burkhead kitchen.
Everyone is invited to join us.

Operation Gratitude Thank You
As we stopped to remember those who gave their lives serving in the military this Memorial Day, we also wanted to take this opportunity to thank
those who put themselves in harm's way to protect us. Thank you to everyone who took a few minutes to write a thank you letter. These letters will be
included in care packages sent to active military, veterans, and first responders by Operation Gratitude.
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Anniversaries
6
16
17
26

Ralph & Bobbie Futrell
Larry & Nancy Hurst
Steven & Jo Thomas
Keith & Theresa Rake
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Have You Taken Control of Your Health Today?
Life Line Screeing will be here at Burkhead United Methodist Church on Wednesday,

July 5, 2017 offering safe, painless, non-invasive preventive health screenings that are typically not
a part of a routine physical. To be more proactive about your health and to live longer for yourself,
your family and your community, please register for these potentially life-saving tests today. Please
refer to the attached flyer to get more info about how you can sign up while receiving $10 off any package priced above $139. For only $139 (regularly $149) you can learn your risk of having stroke or
vascular disease.
SUMMER SPECIAL: The first 7 people to pre-register on the sign up sheet located on the information table will receive a $25 discount off of any package priced at $139 or more! Learn your
risk of having stroke or vascular disease. There is no time like the present to take action!
Life Line is also providing us with 3 Complimentary Screening Coupons. If you would like one of these,
please contact Betty Bewley.
There is no time like the present to take action! Learn more by watching this short video: http://
www.lifelinescreeningblog.com/introduction/
Three ways to register:
•

Call toll-free: 866-229-0469

•

Online: www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle

•

Text: the word circle to 797979

Sunday, June 18

-6-

