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A member of the church, who previously had been attending services regularly,
stopped going. After a few weeks, the pastor decided to visit him.
It was a chilly evening. The pastor found the man at home alone, sitting before
a blazing fire. Guessing the reason for his pastor's visit, the man welcomed him,
led him to a comfortable chair near the fireplace and waited. The pastor made
himself at home but said nothing. In the grave silence, he contemplated the dance
of the flames around the burning logs. After some minutes, the pastor took the fire
tongs, carefully picked up a brightly burning ember and placed it to one side of the
hearth all alone then he sat back in his chair, still silent.
The host watched all this in quiet contemplation. As the one lone ember's flame
flickered and diminished, there was a momentary glow and then its fire was no
more. Soon it was cold and dead.
Not a word had been spoken since the initial greeting. The pastor glanced at his
watch and realized it was time to leave. He slowly stood up, picked up the cold,
dead ember and placed it back in the middle of the fire. Immediately it began to
glow, once more with the light and warmth of the burning coals around it.
As the pastor reached the door to leave, his host said with a tear running down his
cheek, “Thank you so much for your visit and especially for the fiery sermon. I will
be back in church next Sunday.”
We live in a world today, which tries to say too much with too little.
Consequently, few listen. Sometimes the best sermons are the ones left unspoken.
The Lord is my Shepherd - that's a Relationship!
I shall not want - that's Supply!
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures - that's Rest!
He leadeth me beside the still waters - that's Refreshment!
He restoreth my soul - that's Healing!
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness - that's Guidance!
For His name sake - that's Purpose!
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death - that’s Testing!
I will fear no evil - that's Protection!
For Thou art with me - Faithfulness!
Thy rod and Thy staff comfort me - that's Discipline!
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies - that's Hope!
Thou anointest my head with oil - that's Consecration!
My cup runneth over - that's Abundance!
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life - that's Blessing!
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord - that's Security!
Forever - that's Eternity!
Face it, God loves you!
What is most valuable is not what we have in our lives, but WHO we have in our
lives!
A Special Thanks to Jane Ray for sharing this article!
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2021 WNCC Martin Luther King, Jr Commemoration
Saturday, January 16, 2021, 10 a.m. EST
The WNC Black Methodists for Church Renewal, the Justice & Reconciliation
Team and the Commission for Religion and Race have set the 2021 Martin Luther
King, Jr. Commemoration Service for Saturday, January 16, 2021, 10 a.m. EST.
The keynote speaker will be the Rev. Dr. Joseph Daniels, the Senior Pastor of
Emory Fellowship United Methodist Church, Washington DC. The service will be
hosted on Zoom, Facebook Live and You Tube Live.

Learn more at https://www.wnccumc.org/2021mlkjr.
May the coming year be one of increased riches of grace –
Hearing His voice more clearly,
Knowing His heart more deeply,
Resting in His love more fully,
Trusting His care more completely,
Walking His path more peacefully,
Knowing His presence more intimately,
Blessed by His goodness more abundantly.
~ Roy Lessin
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Lectionary Readings for January

These scriptures will be used during our Sunday
Worship Services. They are offered so everyone
Burkhead United Methodist Church may read and study them throughout the week.
3rd
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7,10-14;
5250 Silas Creek Parkway
Ephesians 3:1-12; *Matthew 2:1-12
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
10th
Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29;
Website: burkheadumc.org
*Acts 19:1-4; Mark 1:4-11
Telephone: 336-765-6590
17th
1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20);
Rev. Julie O’Neal, Pastor extn 2
Psalm 139:1-6,13-18;
Rev. O’Neal’s cell - 336-929-6001
*1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51
Rev. O’Neal - joneal@wnccumc.net
Darlene Davis, Church Secretary extn 3
24th
*Jonah 3:1-5,10 ; Psalm 62:5-12;
Church Office - burkheadumc@gmail.com
1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20
Michelle Calderon, Financial Secretary extn 4
31st
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111;
Financial Office - burkheadfinance@gmail.com
*1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28
Office Hours: Closed Monday
(*Lector reading; Sermon lesson)
Tuesday through Friday: 10 am to 2 pm

is a monthly publication of
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From the Financial Secretary’s Desk:
Financial Report:
Total Received
Total Spent

November
$35,176
$16,125

Year-to-Date
$196,568
$210,205

*Pledge Cards* Please turn in your pledge cards for the year 2021.
Appreciated stock or mutual funds that the donor has held for a year or longer make a great gift
to the church. By donating the stock rather than selling it and then donating the proceeds, donors
can avoid capital gains taxes AND receive the charitable deductibility for the value of their gift.
We have closed our brokerage account, so if anyone would like to sell stock for a gift to the
church we have two recommendations for you: the first one is that you could have your broker
sell it and have a check written to Burkhead United Methodist Church. This will give you more
control over when you sell your stock and for how much. The second option you have is to have
the United Methodist Foundation of Western North Carolina process the stock gift which they will
do as a courtesy service on the church’s behalf at NO COST to the donor. Contact Suzanne Atkins
at the Foundation (satkins@umfwnc.org or 704-817-3990) so your stock gift can be processed
before the end of the calendar year.
Memorials received to date and not acknowledged:
Memorials were received for Joe Elliott from Yates & Sarah Pryor, J.W. Summerville, Murray
and Gale Sink, Betty Bewley, Mary Ann Todd, Jean Boiter, Larry Parks, and Barry & Joan
Crotty.
Memorials were received for Jean Alexander from Ralph and Barbara Futrell.
Memorials were received for Virginia Howell from Taylor Crane, Larry Parks, Daryl & Beth
Dixon, Murray & Gale Sink, and Betty Bewley.
All conference and district apportionments have been paid for 2020.
There has been $50,000.00 transferred into our Wells Fargo Checking Account from our Wells
Fargo Savings Account to pay for our new furnace system done by Piedmont Sheet Metal
Company.

Notes of Appreciation
From Crisis Control Ministries - Thank you for helping us share God’s gifts of love and grace
at the holidays and throughout the year.
Gratefully yours, Margaret Elliot
• From Open Arms Community - Merry Christmas to you from Open Arms. Thank you for
your prayers, love and support! We cannot do this without YOU!
Blessings and Shalom, Julie and Paul
• From SPARK - Burkhead UMC, I cannot thank you enough for the gifts of office space,
kindness to my children when they visit, and your support of SPARK. I am so grateful
for all of you.
Peace & Joy, Amber
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Congregational Prayers
Remembering in Our Prayers:
Members: Our Church, Our Pastor - Rev. Julie O’Neal & family, Our Homebound Members,
Becky Arnott & family, Brenda Barlow, Daniel Blumenthal, Marty Butner Covington, Betty
Friddle, Ralph & Bobbie Futrell, Steve Gentry, Jean Hole, Durwood & Joni Howell, Harriet
Lassing, Betty & Paul Powers, Mike Price, Brenda Raker-Gentry, Richard & Jane Rogers
Family & Friends: Bill Alexander, Kendrick, Liza & Baby Beall, David Bethune’s family,
Concepcion Cabrera, Mary Caldwell, Bonnie Cannon & her family, Mary Chapman, Dick Collier,
Todd Craven, Daniela, Sandy Deems, Nicholas Delgado, Allan Donley & family, Anne Donley,
Lori Duckworth, Eddie & family, Chad Edwards, Elijah, Susan Elliott, Connie Espenschied’s
family, Bonnie Flynn, Gwen, Scott Hancock family, Pat Harris, Barbara Harward, Lisa Hay,
Sarah Howell, Darinda Johnson’s family, Janet Jones’ family, Lynne Jones & family, Ava Joyce,
Kaylee, Kitty, Richard Lisle, Betty & George Mack, Vanessa Maculaitis, Faye Marchant, Will
McGraw’s family, Mikel, Tony Parker, Piper, Reavis family, Steve Reyes, Gary & Zoe Ruhl,
Betty Simpson & family, JohnnieRae Smith, Stucker family, Velma

From the Burkhead Prayer Team
“…Pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will
for you in Christ Jesus.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18.
As we step into a new year after a year of uncertainty and fear, faith-filled prayers will
guide us forward. Burkhead has a prayer team of 10-12 members who pledge to lift
up the church, its members and prayers each week. Every Sunday, prayers lifted up during worship
are written down. These requests are passed on to the team to include in their daily prayers. If you
have a prayer request, you can let the team know by calling or emailing Joni Howell at 407-2227409 or ocala58@att.net or Darlene Davis at 336-765-6591 or burkheadumc@gmail.com. Unless
specified, the prayers will be added to the church prayer list. You can also ask that only the pastor
see your request or direct it to the pastor and prayer team only – we honor such requests. Please let
us know of any changes for the prayer list such as answered prayers, updates and removals.

New Email for Mike & Peg Price: pricemike1763@gmail.com

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
1st
2nd
5th
5th
9th
10th
11th
12th
17th
18th
18th
18th

Barry Crotty
Cristy Crotty
Susanne Jones
Barbara Pappas
Ralph Futrell
Paula Totherow
Joni Howell
John Patrick
Charlotte Strom
Rod Friddle
China Moore
Kaycee Thomas

January Red Cross Blood Drive
The Red Cross Blood Drive is scheduled for Thursday,
January 14th from 1:30 to 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
You can give the Gift of Life and help those in need with just
an hour of your time. Schedule your appointment by calling
Darlene at 336-765-6590, extn 3 or calling 1-800-REDCROSS or going online to www.redcrossblood.org. Use
Sponsor Code: Burkhead to get to our specific event. Please
share this opportunity with your family and friends.
Please notify the church office if your anniversary or birthday
has been omitted or is incorrect so everyone can be included
in celebrating these special occasions. Thank you!
-4-
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We are so happy to share with our Burkhead family that we were married
on Wednesday, December 9, 2020. We would appreciate your prayers for
God’s guidance and the blessing of our union. Given that we are already
blessed beyond measure, and that our church is in need of financial support,
we would ask that all of you who are so inclined would join in our
celebration by making an unrestricted financial gift to Burkhead (this would
be in addition to your pledged or normal giving schedule). We realize these
are not easy times for any of us, but nothing would honor us or make us
happier than your special contribution to our church on this occasion. Any
amount would be deeply appreciated, and will help make a difference in
supporting the sharing of the good news of Christ in our local community and the world.
We cherish our Burkhead family, and are grateful for your love and support.
Happy New Year, with love,
Rick and Connie
Thank you to everyone who helped me assemble cards with information about SPARK & sparklers
for Christmas for the City. I am so grateful for your kindness and support. SPARK's partnership
with Love Out Loud on the city's 30 Days of Serving was very helpful in gaining exposure and
building relationships with local organizations and churches. In the last few weeks there has been a
need for SPARK to "set up shop" outside of the cul-de-sac entrance closest to my office. There
may be a tub/box outside from time to time collecting items for different projects. I will make sure
there is a sign at the spot. SPARK is working with a youth group to
design a meaningful day of service on MLK, Jr. day while students
are out of school. Summer programming is underway! Safety and
compliance with Covid-19 protocols are priority when planning.
Thank you, ALL, for your support and kindness the last few months. You are an incredible part of
SPARK's story.
Warmest Regards, Amber T Harris
www.spark-community.org 540-230-2923 facebook and instagram: @SPARKcommunityws
The District Winter Leadership Training Events will be different this year. Rather than hosting
in-person events in each district, a series of Conference-wide training webinars will be offered
during the week of January 10-14 to resource and equip all areas of your Church leadership.
Jason Moore of Midnight Oil Productions will lead the keynote webinar to launch the series on
“Telling the Old Story in a New Time.” Other topics will include “Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations
Committees: Building Relationships for the Mission”; “Financial Faithfulness in Uncertain Times”;
“Welcoming, Hospitality, and Belonging”; “Evangelism and Discipleship in a Pandemic”; “School
Partnerships in a Virtual Learning World”; “ A Divided Nation
Needs a United Church: What One Person Can Do”; “Leadership
during a Pandemic for Church Council Chairpersons, Lay Leaders,
and Pastor”; “The Work and Ministry of Local Church Trustees;
and “Simple Accountable Structure: Give Your Committees a
Makeover”. Please register by going to https://www.wnccumc.org/
newsdetail/winter-leadership-training-webinar-series-14811696.
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Join us Sundays at 10 am for Worship Service in the Fellowship Hall.
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

New
Year’s
Day

3

Saturday

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

27

28

29

30

Epiphany
Sunday

8:45 am H.O.P.E.
10:00 am Worship
Service with
Communion
10:00 am Worship
Service

Human
Relations
Day

10:00 am Worship
Service

24

10:00 am Worship
Service with
Installation of
2021 Officers
4:00 pm Church Council
meeting

6:00 pm Girl Scout
Troop 1929

6:30 pm Finance
Committee
meeting

6:00 pm Girl Scout
Troop 1929
6:30 pm Trustees
meeting

7:00 pm Boy Scout
Troop 911

7:00 pm Boy Scout
Troop 911

7:00 pm Boy Scout
Troop 911

Deadline
for
Newsletter
Articles
7:00 pm Boy Scout
Troop 911

1:30 to 6 pm
- Red Cross
Blood Drive

31

8:45 am H.O.P.E.
10:00 am Worship
Service
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10 am to 4 pm
- Girl Scout
Troop 1929
Drive Through
Cookie Booth

10 am to 4 pm
- Girl Scout
Troop 1929
Drive Through
Cookie Booth

